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HEADQUARTERS 
. Richmond, Va., Jul~ 20, 186 l. 

Brig. Gen. W. W. Lonng, 
Provisional Army , Confederate States: 

GENERAL: You are ass igned to the command of the North. 
westcrn Army, and it is importan t that you jo in it without dela 
Brig. Gen. /-I. R. Jackson, now in command of the forces, was ~~ 
Montcrey wh en las t heard from, and he will give you all the 
informati on rela tive to previous operations, the state of the 
troopS, country, &c. You will percei~e the necessity of preventing 
th e advance of the enemy, and the Importance of restraining him 
th e other side of th e All eghany Ridge. For this purpose you will 
occupy such passes as in your judgm en t will effect the objec t, and 
your a ttenti on is particul arly cal led to th e defense of the road 
leading from Huttonsville (where the enemy is said to be now 
station ed) , through Mailing's Bottom to Huntersville, and the 
Warm Springs to Mill borough , on the Virginia Central Railroad. 
In addition to th e force you will find a t Monterey and on the 
march from Staunton, Brigad ie r·General Floyd has been direc ted 
to move with his brigade upon Covington. Brigadier·General Wise, 
operat ing in th e val ley of the Kanawha, has been direc ted to 
move up towards the sam e point , and Col. Angus W. McDonald, 
on th e Sou th Branch of the Potom ac , to Staunton. A union of all 
forces in th e Wes t can thus be effec ted for a dec isive bl ow, and, 
when in your judgm ent proper , it will b e made. Such supplies as 
you ca nnot procure in your vic inity will be forwarded from 
Stau nton and this place. 

V ery respec tfully, 
R. E. Lee, 
G enera l, Comm anding
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